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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 9-13, 27-29, and 36-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent number 5,161,838 to Ely et al. in view of U.S. Patent Number 
5,542,722 to DeWalch. 

Ely et al discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Ely discloses a locking 
assembly for locking first (66) and second members (68) together, the assembly having a 
housing member (2), a retention member (14) disposed in the through hole, and a stud member 
(30) including a head portion (42) and a shank portion (32) joined by a separable portion (50), 
the shank portion being received in the through hole through the insertion end and engaging the 
retention member to prevent removal of the shank portion from the through hole through the 
insertion end (figure 3), wherein with the first and second members disposed between the 
housing member body portion and the stud member head portion, upon breaking of the separable 
portion, the head portion separates from the shank portion to allow separation of the first and 
second members and removal of the shank portion from the through hole through the exit end 
(column 4, lines 33-38), as in claim 1, where the retention member is a snap ring (14) disposed in 
a groove (12) formed in an inside wall (10) of the through hole, and the shank portion includes a 
circumferential groove (44) adapted to receive the snap ring to prevent removal of the shank 
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portion from the housing member (column 3, lines 55-59), as in claim 2, and the housing 
member body portion having a flange portion (6) extending radially outwardly from the 
remainder of the body portion, as in claim 13, and a ring member (60) having a ring axis and 
adapted to fit about a cover portion of a meter (figure 6), the ring member having first (62) and 
second ends (64), the first member extending from the first ring member end includes a first leg 
(66) with a first hole (70) formed therethrough, and the second member extending from the 
second ring member end includes a second leg (68) with a second hole (72) formed therethrough, 
the first and second legs extending generally parallel to each other in an overlapping relation, 
such that the first and second holes are aligned (figures 4 and 5) and the housing member and the 
stud member extend through the first and second holes (figures 4 and 5), as in claims 9 and 27. 

However, Ely et al. do not disclose the housing having a through hole formed 
therethrough, as well as the first and second holes have axes parallel to the axis of the ring. 
DeWalch teaches of a tamper resistant meter locking ring (10) having a housing member (70 and 
90) having a through hole formed therein, the through hole having an insertion end (72) and an 
exit end (92), where the ring member is sized to fit about a cover portion of a meter 
(column 1, lines 10-14), where the through holes of the ring member are parallel to the axis of 
the ring (figure 4), where the housing member is fixed to the first leg through the first hole 
(figure 5), as in claims 10 and 36, wherein the housing member is received in the second hole 
formed in the second leg to maintain the holes in an aligned relationship (figure 5), as in claims 
1 1 and 37, as well as the distal ends of the first and second legs are shaped to expose engagement 
surfaces of the first and second legs for separating the first and second legs (figure 4), as in 
claims 12 and 38 in the same field of endeavor for the purpose of providing a locking ring and 
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associated lock housing that has a mutually protective end design, that provides improved 
resistance to physical destruction (column 2, lines 13-15). It would have been obvious to one 
with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize the teachings of 
DeWalch to have the lock housing being parallel to the axis of the ring member and lock housing 
having a through hole with the locking assembly of Ely et al. where the legs of the ring member 
would have holes therein, parallel to the axis of the ring member, to receive the lock housing, 
where the lock housing would have a through hole to allow the stud member to slide through the 
through hole to easily replace the stud member after the head portion has been separated from the 
shank portion and where the respective holes within the legs of the ring member would retain the 
lock housing therein to incorporate a mutually protective end design, that provides improved 
resistance to physical destruction. 

Ely et al. additionally disclose the retention member is a snap ring (14) disposed in a 
groove (12) formed in an inside wall (10) of the through hole, and the shank portion includes a 
circumferential groove (44) adapted to receive the snap ring to prevent removal of the shank 
portion from the through hole through the insertion end (column 3, lines 55-59), as in claim 28, 
and upon breaking of the separable portion, the head portion separates from the shank portion to 
allow separation of the first and second members and removal of the shank portion from the 
through hole through the exit end, as in claim 29, as well as the housing member body portion 
has a flange portion (6) extending radially outwardly from the remainder of the body portion, as 
in claim 39. 
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Claims 14, 16-20, and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ely et al, as applied above, and further in view of U.S. Patent Number 4,226,102 to 
Mattress, Jr. 

Ely et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed. Ely et al. disclose a locking 
assembly for locking first (66) and second members (68) together, the assembly having a 
housing member (2) having a hole (4) formed therein, a retention member (14) disposed in the 
through hole, and a stud member (30) including a head portion (42) and a shank portion (32) 
joined by a separable portion (50), the shank portion being received in the through hole through 
the insertion end and engaging the retention member to prevent removal of the shank portion 
fi-om the through hole through the insertion end (figure 3), wherein with the first and second 
members disposed between the housing member body portion and the stud member head portion, 
upon breaking of the separable portion, the head portion separates fi"om the shank portion to 
allow separation of the first and second members and removal of the shank portion fi-om the 
through hole through the exit end, as in claims 14. However, Ely et al. do not disclose a seal 
fixed over the head portion of the shank. Mattress teaches of a seal (18), having indicia and a tab 
(figures 2 and 3, where a user can place an indicia on the bond of the seal), as in claims 16-17 
and 20, that is fixed to a locking stud (29) and a housing for the lock assembly in a locking 
assembly for a meter box, such that, when the seal is permanently deformed upon separating the 
stud fi-om a housing in the same field of endeavor for the purpose of indicating if an attempt to 
tamper with the lock has been made (column 6, lines 62-68). It would have been obvious to one 
with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to apply the seal of Mattress, 
with a tab and indicia, through the head and shank portions of the Ely, by threading the wire of 
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the seal through the head portion, and thus covering the head portion, in order to indicate if an 
attempt to tamper with the lock has been made, as in claims 14, 16-17, and 20. 

Ely further discloses a retaining ring (34) that engages the head portion, as in claims 18- 
19, as well as the retention member being a snap ring (14) disposed in a groove (12) formed in an 
inside wall (10) of the through hole, and the shank portion includes a circumferential groove (44) 
adapted to receive the snap ring to prevent removal of the shank portion from the through hole 
through the insertion end (column 3, lines 55-59), as in claim 26, as well as the housing member 
body portion has a flange portion (6) extending radially outwardly from the remainder of the 
body portion, as in claim 25. 

Claims 3-8, 15, 21-24, and 30-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ely et al. and DeWalch, as applied above, and further in view of U.S. Patent 
Number 4,226,102 to Mattress, Jr. 

Ely et al. and DeWalch disclose the invention substantially as claimed. However, Ely et 
al. and DeWalch do not disclose a seal fixed over the head portion of the shank. Mattress 
teaches of a seal (18), having indicia and a tab (figiwes 2 and 3, where a user can place an indicia 
on the bond of the seal), as in claims 4-5, 8 31-32, and 35, that is fixed to a locking stud (29) and 
a housing for the lock assembly in a locking assembly for a meter box, such that, when the seal is 
permanently deformed upon separating the stud from a housing in the same field of endeavor for 
the purpose of indicating if an attempt to tamper with the lock has been made (column 6, lines 
62-68). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to apply the seal of Mattress, with a tab and indicia, through the head and shank 
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portions of Ely et al. and DeWalch, by threading the wire of the seal through the head portion, 
and thus covering the head portion, in order to indicate if an attempt to tamper with the lock has 
been made, as in claims 3-8, and 30-35. 

Ely further discloses a retaining ring (34) that engages the head portion, as in claims 6-7 
and 33-34. 

Furthermore, Ely et al. and Mattress, Jr. disclose a ring member (60) having a ring axis 
and adapted to fit about a cover portion of a meter (figure 6), the ring member having first (62) 
and second ends (64), the first member extending firom the first ring member end includes a first 
leg (66) with a first hole (70) formed therethrough, and the second member extending fi-om the 
second ring member end includes a second leg (68) with a second hole (72) formed therethrough, 
the first and second legs extending generally parallel to each other in an overlapping relation, 
such that the first and second holes are aligned (figures 4 and 5) and the housing member and the 
stud member extend through the first and second holes (figures 4 and 5), as in claim 21. 
However, Ely et al. and Mattress, Jr. do not disclose the housing having a through hole formed 
therethrough, as well as the first and second holes have axes parallel to the axis of the ring. 
DeWalch teaches of a tamper resistant meter locking ring (10) having a housing member (70 and 
90) having a through hole formed therein, the through hole having an insertion end (72) and an 
exit end (92), where the ring member is sized to fit about a cover portion of a meter (column 1, 
lines 10-14), where the through holes of the ring member are parallel to the axis of the ring 
(figure 4) where the housing member is fixed to the first leg through the first hole (figure 5), as 
in claim 22, wherein the housing member is received in the second hole formed in the second leg 
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to maintain the holes in an aligned relationship (figure 5), as in claim 23, as well as the distal 
ends of the first and second legs are shaped to expose engagement surfaces of the first and 
second legs for separating the first and second legs (figure 4), as in claim 24, in the same field of 
endeavor for the purpose of providing a locking ring that has a mutually protective end design, 
that provides improved resistance to physical destruction (colunm 2, lines 13-15). It would have 
been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize the 
teachings of DeWalch to have the lock housing being parallel to the axis of the ring member and 
lock housing having a through hole with the locking assembly of Ely et al. and Mattress, Jr. 
where the legs of the ring member would have holes therein, parallel to the axis of the ring 
member, to receive the lock housing, where the lock housing would have a through hole to allow 
the stud member to slide through the through hole to easily replace the stud member after the 
head portion has been separated firom the shank portion and where the respective holes within the 
legs of the ring member would retain the lock housing therein to incorporate a mutually 
protective end design, that provides improved resistance to physical destruction. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed October 3, 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Regarding the argument that DeWalch does not suggest a through hole having an 
insertion end and an exit end contributes anything to the objectives of providing a ring member 
having a mutually protective end configuration; wherein, the desire to improve resistance to 
physical destruction does not provide any motivation to modify Ely et al. and form a through 
hole having an insertion end and exit end through the housing. As discussed above the DeWlach 
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teaches a housing having a through hole formed therethrough, as well as the first and second 
holes have axes parallel to the axis of the ring, where the through hole in the housing is utilized 
to allow the stud member to pass through both the insertion hole and the exit hole when the head 
portion is separated from the shank (clarified above), wherein the holes within the legs are 
positioned to have an axis parallel to the axis of the ring member in order to have a mutually 
protective end configuration that provides an improved resistance to physical destruction. 
Wherein, it has been held that the test for obviousness is not whether the features of one 
reference may be bodily incorporated into the other to produce the claimed subject matter but 
simply what the combination of the references makes obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
pertinent art. In re Bozek, 163 USPQ 545 (CCPA 1969). 

Regarding the argument that Mattress, Jr. does not suggest that the seal covers the head 
portion of the lock pin, the examiner respectfiiUy disagrees. Mattress, Jr. discloses apertures 
within a housing and the locking pin were the seal is received, wherein the seal is threaded 
through the aforementioned apertures and cover a portion of the head portion of the lock pin 
(column 4, lines 60-65), thereby preventing unauthorized removal as well as indicating 
tampering thereon. Thus, as indicated above it would have been obvious to one with ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to thread the seal, with a tab and indicia, 
through the head portion of the shank member, by threading the wire of the seal through the head 
portion, and thus covering the head portion, in order to indicate if an attempt to tamper with the 
lock has been made. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed imtil after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated fi*om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications fi^om the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Boswell whose telephone number is (571) 272-7054. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 4:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are imsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on (571) 272-6843. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



December 5, 2005 




BRIAN E.GLESSNER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




